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Powering healthcare, connecting markets:
India showcases innovation & global
partnerships at iPHEX, MedTech Expo 2025
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Will boom in global capability
centres make India global
hub for pharma and medtech
research and innovation?

THE boom in Global Capobility Centres (GCCs) is rapidly transforming Indio from o
“support base” into a strategic innovation engine for pharma and medtech. Nearly half
of the world’s top 50 life sciences companies have set up GCCs in Indio in just the past
five years. GCCs in India handle 45% of global drug discovery and development man-
dates, 60% of regulatory affairs, and 54% of medical affairs for their parent companies.
They are leading clinical trials, pharmacovigilance, digital therapeutics, and real-world
evidence analytics, often powered by Al

Here are pharma honchos’ views on the strategic shift occurring due to the rise of
GCCs in India’s phorma and medtech sectors.

HE boom in GCCs is positioning India as a serious contender to become
‘ ‘ Ta global hub for pharma and medtech research. With access to a vast
and highly skilled talent pool, robust digital infrastructure, and cost-effective
innovation ecosystems, GCCs are no longer limited to being support arms, they are
evolving into strategic engines of R&D and innovation. These centres are enabling
global companies to conduct advanced clinical research, accelerate drug discovery
pipelines, and foster cross-border collaborations at an unprecedented scale. By inte-
grating cutting- edge technologies such as Al, data analytics, and 10T, GCCs are also re-
shaping how healthcare solutions are designed, tested, and delivered. What was once seen as a back-office
function is now transforming into the nerve centre of innovation. As global players continue to place their
confidence in India’s expertise, it is evident that the country is not just participating but actively leading, The
momentum is clear; India is on track to drive the future of pharma and medtech research.

I Dr Sanjay Agrawal, Scientific Advisor of Alkomex GBN Pharma Group U.S.A.

‘ ‘ I NOIA's 1,700+ GCCs, including many in pharma and medtech, are already contribut-
ing significantly to R&D and innovation. With a strong talent pool, cost advantages,
and growing expertise in digital health and Al-enabled drug discovery, India is increasingly
well positioned to become a global hub for pharmaceutical and medtech breakthroughs. This
momentum is visible at industry events such as IPHEX and Bharat Health Global Expo,

| Dr. Govind Pandey, Director, Gamp Technologies Pvt Ltd
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