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Pharma Industry

Alkomex GBN Pharma focuses on
nutraceutical, functional foods to
drive India growth
The company, part of Alkomex GBN, caters to the Indian market with a range of products,

including ophthalmic solutions, dermatological products, multivitamins and nutritional

supplements, and probiotics.

New Delhi: Alkomex GBN

Pharma Group looks to tap

nutraceutical and functional

food segments to drive its

growth in the Indian

market, according to a

company official. The global

pharma company aims for a

significant increase in

revenue in India by tapping into the nutraceutical and functional food

segments, Alkomex GBN Pharma Group Scientific Advisor Dr. Sanjay

Agrawal said. 

Alkomex is also looking to launch innovative products backed by

regional research to expand business in the country. 

The company, part of Alkomex GBN, caters to the Indian market with a

range of products, including ophthalmic solutions, dermatological

products, multivitamins and nutritional supplements, and probiotics. 

It has formed partnerships with companies like Danone Group to deliver

high-quality healthcare products in the country. It also leverages

contract manufacturing to meet the growing demand for these

products. 

To boost its presence, the company appointed Agrawal, a leading expert

in health management and nutraceuticals, as its Scientific Advisor in

November last year. 

Alkomex GBN in November 2024 announced a global growth and dual-

division strategy, focusing on expanding its footprint in Asia and other

international markets. Under the strategy, its pharmaceutical division

would drive advancements in ophthalmic, dermatological, and

healthcare solutions, and the industrial division would provide

innovative packaging and industrial materials.
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US FDA declines to approve Atara
Biotherapeutics' cancer therapy
The company was seeking approval for the therapy, chemically called tabelecleucel, for the

treatment of Epstein-Barr virus positive post-transplant lymphoproliferative disease (EBV+

PTLD).

Bengaluru: The U.S. Food

and Drug Administration on

Thursday declined to

approve Atara

Biotherapeutics' therapy to

treat patients with a rare

cancer that develops after

organ or stem cell

transplants, sending its shares plunging more than 50per cent.

The company was seeking approval for the therapy, chemically called

tabelecleucel, for the treatment of Epstein-Barr virus positive post-

transplant lymphoproliferative disease (EBV+ PTLD).

The rare condition causes uncontrolled growth of a type of white blood

cells, known as B-cells, and leads to the formation of tumors.

The health regulator's decision was based on observations made during

an inspection of a third-party manufacturing facility for the therapy, the

company said.

CEO Cokey Nguyen said Atara would file for a re-submission once the

compliance issues regarding manufacturing have been adequately

addressed.

However, if the company does not secure enough funding by the first

quarter of 2025, it intends to suspend all of its CAR-T cell therapy

programs and significantly reduce expenses and activities to only those

that support the approval of tabelecleucel.

CAR T-cell therapy uses genetically modified white blood cells to fight

cancer.

Currently, there are no approved treatments for EBV+ PTLD in the

U.S., but doctors often recommend chemotherapy alone or in

combination with other cancer therapies such as rituximab, and surgery

in rare cases.

Between 1per cent and 20per cent of these disease cases are associated

with Epstein-Barr virus, according to a study published in the American

Journal of Transplantation.

The condition occurs more frequently in children and during the first

year after a transplant.

Tabelecleucel, or tab-cel, is approved in Europe under the brand name

Ebvallo for this condition.

California-based Atara has cash, its equivalents and short term

investments of about $43 million as of year-end 2024.

(Reporting by Kamal Choudhury and Christy Santhosh in Bengaluru;

Editing by Shilpi Majumdar)
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