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“This & {0 emable work distri-
bution amongst the lab and for
Fibrase of sl reports in a Hirmse
Bowingd manner b thsar Labsora-
tonies,” said Kaghuvanshi. Ac-
oondingly, the droog manafac-
turers and exporiens may neher
b thve cladly Bist amd subenil the
-..'mli"h' in ||'n; |.£I1|r.|l_1vr:‘.' |'|.'|\.'||'|F
fewer samplies as companed o
other lab, he added ina crcular,

.-'l.u_nn!ing B opeports, G
DG has adso issued standand
operating procedunes in May, 1o
strearnline the prooeseses of hist-
ing in the laboratories amd on-
spre Lhes stanadard I.||I.|||I.|:I.' ACTORS
the Lnbpeadories

O Blany 22, thee DOFT P issand
i rolification ammoerding the oxport
iy of cowaggh syTup fom fnoe e
ports o e et that thee couszh
syrup shall be permited o be ex-
oot syt fo the eport sample
by, et ard the Catificabis of
Anahysis (CoAY ssoed by oortain
Librmmboeies o b sybavatied

It alsn embsted the labors-
borbes,  including  the  Incliam

« Color Concentrate for
Rapid Sugar Coating

+ Transparent Coating

Pharmacopoeia Cormmission,
Ghaeiabad, Central Dirugs Lalb-
onory, Kolkata, Contral Dirugs
Testing Laboralores (CDTLs)in
Chennai, Mumbai and Hyder-
abad, Fegional Drugs Testing
Laborstories (RDTLE) i Chane-
digarh and Gunwahati and any
MABL socredited Stake Drugs
rl,".1:|'.,; I.lhu..‘ll-.m' n 1_|||'|d|_n,'|
s and issue the Cods,

“The export of *Cough Syrup”
wngher ITC (HS) Codes f.\llil'.:'.;
uncker the Heading 3004 shall
b pormsibed subpect 1o the ex-
port samiple being tested and
production of Certificate  of
Analysis (CoA) issed !l:|'.'lll.:|. of
the laborabories as menikoned in
Para-1 abowve, with offect from
June 1, 20237 said the DGFTS
b iy o

According  bo reporis, the
DCGls  standard operating
procedune for hesting of cougth
avrups advises the manufsc-
trer bo submit their license of
the pn\hx'l For export and the
export order, among others as
part of the testing. *
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A SPECIAL FEATURE

Prospects of Bangladesh pharmaceutical industry

Dr. Sanjay Agrawal
e pharmaceutical  in-
dustry is vitad in inprose.
ing headthcare oulcomis
and deiving  economic
growth. Bangladesh's phanma-
weutical sector has. experienied

Drvmoluton

SDT
SFC

SOTAX INDLA, PAT. LTD

remarkable growth over the past
few decades, carning recogni-
ton it hormae and sbroad. With a
wlid foundation in gereric drog
marndfacturing, the country has
become a significant player in the
ghobal phanmasccutical  market

Industry overview

The pharmaceutical industry
in Hangladesh embarked on
its pourmney in the 19508 with a
mix of multinational corpora-
tions (MMNCs) and hocal firms.
Folllvwing the COLIMAS irnde-
pendense in 1971, ILanLJJI.'hh,.

as 3 least-developed  nation,
obained a patent exemiplion
for the pharmaceuticall inds-
try under the British Patents
amd Designs Act of 1911, This
exemplion bed to an incoease
in the production of gereric
medicines within the country.

sotAx

Dissolution tailored
to our customer needs

Swiss precision lechnology

Compact footprini

Round bath design for axcellen! visibility
Simple EasyTouch™ operation

100% compliant with all PRarmacopdia

o Mo 24, Jed Flooe, Arapam Annapols,
sy Road, Goregacn East, Mumbal 400063, india
Prane «§ T2 2027 1003 1«00 T2 2085 ¥03
SlanRN TR COm | WSOl Com

morbmmac

However, the industry’s sig-
nificand growth began in the
L
By 1981, thewe were 166 lis
cended  pharmaceutical  facto-
ries in Bangladesh. Al that time,
the country's pharmaceatical
production was dominated by
vight multinational
n'\ﬂ'.p\_'armic--.L such a5
Glaxo,  Mizer, and
Huowechst, which sup-
plied 73 per cont of
the country’s  medi-
cimne,

Mearwhile, 25 me-
diumsired  domes-
tic pharmaceutical
n'\l1'|FL'|I'Ii|,"- acoonuanded
for 15 per oent of th
production. wilh the
remiaining 10 per cent
manufactured by 133
CoMipanies. Thise
comipanies relied on
fmponted  raw e
rals worth BDT &0
crore anmaally to pros
duce  medicines o=
;'.1I'I§.'. I)npi!u,' h.nmg_
16 local pharmaceu-
tical companics, the
oountry stll imports
madicines worth BOT
30 crore from abroad
EVETY Vear

The pharmaceatical
value chain in Bangla-
dih i divided inbo
vy primary s binrs:
Adtive  Phammaceuti-
cal Ingredients (AFI)
and findshed  forma-
Latdon. APl refess o
madicines contakning
specilbc active ingre-

dints  for  tarpeied
diseases, while  fin-
ishid formulation

invalves the prepara-
ton of medications
by blemding various
chemicals with activee
ingredients.

In March 1982, the
government  formed
an expert  commils
B I dm'q'lnp a dmg
policy encompassing
the formulation and
AP sectors.

Howewer, at  that
time, the Rovernament
only  implemented
the Dreugs (Control)
Ordinance  for  the
formulation  sechor,
while two additional
megulations were e
troduced in June, One
rube aimed to ban the

production,  impaort,
and =alv of unmec-
essary  and  harm-

ful drugs, while (be
other prohibited
CONTINUED OH |




Urban, rural populations become more health conscious

COMTINUED FROM p [ 4
PI’lelI\."‘b af MMNCs that lacked
manulacturing plants in  the
coundry.

Diesipitis pressoune from the US
governmend, Bangladesh did
mot repeal these regulations,
As o mesult, approximately
1700 ot of A0 regiz-
tered medicines werne
banned and removed
from the market, al-
lowing: MMNCs b re-
organize their opera-
tions, albwit bleading to
the closure of specific
organizathons such as
Squibb, |

In 195 Bangladesh
ﬂﬂ-"“-‘d the  Trade-

Related  Aspects  of
Intelbectnal  Property
Eights (TRIFS) agroe-
mient with the World
Trade Organization
As one of the least
developed coun-
irics, Bangladesh was
sr.m!.,ﬁ,i the F!r't'\-lh,'ﬁ:-
of mamniaciy ring, and
marketing medicines
withowut  patent e
strictions.

This facilitated the
production of  maedi-
cines at bower costs,
significantly reducing
jprices at the consumer
Jevel = an essenitial as-
pext for the bealthoane
sector in an undende-
veloped country like
Bangladesh,  Imitially
valid until 2008, the ;
TRIPS agrevmenl
was exbended to 2006
aned subsequently
pmlmgnl undil 2003,
fostering the growth
of the country’s phar-
maceutical industry.

Revenue grawth
drivers

The pharmaceutical
imdustry in Bangla-
desh experiences rev:
e En'fwlh driven |
b}' various  faclors,
inclisding  domestic
sabes and exports. The
following  reasons
conteibate bo the our
rent revenue growth
of the pharmaceutical |
industry in  Bangla-
diesh:

Economic growth
With a population
evooeding 166 mil-
lion, Banglwdesh is
experiencing  steady
population  growth
at an average rabe of |
L1 per cent annually.

ﬂ'n'rm-:ln'. accord:

ing to The Business Standard,
Bamgladiesh has over 37 million
middle-class families, account-
ing for approximately 22 per
cent of the ol population
This middle-class segment is

continwoasly expanding,

Irw thee fiscal year 2020-21, Ban-

SOTAX

gladesh’s per capita incomse
s u'q;h! peir oenil companid
tor the previous year, reaching
2,227, The growth i the muem-
ber of middle and upper-class
Bangladeshis, coupbed with the
overall increase in the coun-
try's corsumption, has bed to a

CE 7smart

SOTA INDLA PYT, LTD

rise in healthcane expenses for
s cilizerns

Health awareness

Az iwome bevels  nrease,
Bangladesh’s urban and raral
populations have become mone
health-consciows. Wilh miedical

and  pharmaceutical  compas
nies” adoption of modem loech-
nalogy, people in the country
are paying closer attention bo
proper nukrition, prlsll.-in ine
take, healthy eating habits, and
the avobilance of pollstants
CONTINUED O p | B
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Life expectancy of Bangladeshi’s increase significantly

COMTIMUED FROM | 5 1
Additionally, the average life
expectancy  of  Bangladeshis
has increased sgnificantly. Ac-
ﬂml:ilw. B Ehw 'E.un;g]..uhﬁh Bu-
real of Statistics, the average
life expectancy in the country
rose from 664 years in 2002 o
T1h years in 2. The growing
awareness among the popula-
tion and the advancements in
the pharmaceutical sector has
plaved & erucial role in this in-
crease in life expectancy.

Exparts

Bamgladesh has witnessed a
significant expansion in phar-
masceutical exports, According
by e Ihrl.gl.ninh Assncias
tion of Pharmaccutical Indus-
tries (BAIM), more than 1,200
pharmaceutical products have
been registened for export in
the country over the past two
years. In the fiscal year 2018
19, Bangladesh exported o 147
countries, mcluding Myanmar,
Sri Lanka, ﬂ'u*l'hitippina,-\ Wik
nam, Afghanistan, IC:,'n!.'.:, and
Slovenda, accounding for 6032
per cent of the exparts.

The remaining 36 per cent
was directed towards devel
oped countries such as the LS,
Canada, Germany, and Aus-
tralia. In FY 20018-19. the valse
of medicine exports reached
S130 muillion, which increased
o 513 million in FY 2019
0. From 2014-15 to 20019-10,
H.mp:ladl.'\in prharmscEutical

exports doubled al an aver-
age annal growth rabe of ap-
prosimately 12 per cent. Re-
searchAndMarkets states that

OrES I|.1I1|,'\.1lll1mn~irnpnwts. the
demand for pharmaceuticals is
expected fo increase further.
This presents a significant op-

macrutical  market,  Local
manufscturers an prodooe
high-quality gemeric dregs at
significantly lower costs than

Bangladr_r.h has emerged as a cost- el‘fe::twe manufactuning hub for
pharmaceutical producks. The availability of skilled labour, low production
costs, and a favourable regulatony environmant have contributed to the
counkry's compebfive advantage n the global phamaceutical market

I'L:.nsladnll"-‘ paurmnnulim'l
exports ane prrg-n;tui B reach
S50 million by 2025

Growing domestic market
One of the key factors driving
the prospects of the Bangledesh
pharma industry s the coun-
try's growing domesthe market.
With a population exceeding
165 millson, the demand for
quality  healthcare  products
and services is rsing. As the
middhe class |.'::|s.u1d‘. MHJ -

rur!unltv fose Discal |1h.'|mu|:ﬂ.|-
Hicad mm;um-:—i bie caber fo the
s of the domestic markel.

Low-tost manufacturing
Bangladesh has emenged as
a oosb-effective manufacuring
hub for pharmaceutical prod-
ucts. The availability of skilled
labawar, low pmt!ucli.nn oosbs,
and a lavourable r“ut'lnhw}-
environment have conlributed
o the country’s competitive
.H]'.'ﬂl‘ll.l,ul.' in the gluhal- phar-

thigir counterparts in olher
couamtrics. This oost .:dv.mraﬁr
enables Bangladesh to export
pharmaceubical products  bo
vanious  markets  worldwide,

including developed countries.

Export potential and global
recognilion

The Bangladesh pharma
industry has  witnessed  sub-
skaritial gmwlh im its xport
potential. Local pharmaceuti-
8l companies have boen mcog-

nized bor complying with inter-
national quality standards and
regulations. Many Bangladeshi
manufacturers have obtained
certificalions from prestigious
regulatory authosities such as
thae LIS Food amed Chrug Admin-
istration (FDA), the European
Medicines Agenoy (EMA), and
the World Fealth Organdzation
(WHO). These certificalions
have opened doors o export
apportunitis in markiets across
Asia, Africa, and Labin Amerni-
ca, ostablishing Bangladesh
as a rellable source of quality
pharmaceiitical producs.

Invesiment in Rl
B.1nﬂ;lm'lﬁh has been mcreas=
ing its investment in nescarch
and development (R&D) to
enhane the pharma industry’s
prospects further. Pharmaceu-
Heal compandes are  allocat
Ing resources o develop new
drug lormaulations, improve
manuiacturing processes,
and enhance [mnil.u.'l l'l.l“l!{.
Collaborations befwern local
pharmaceutical companies and
academic institutions foster in-
novation and knowledge-shar-
ing. Such R&D inmvestments
contribute lo developing new
drags, reabmend  protocols,
arnd advanced healtheare tech-
nodogies, enabling the industry
b ca.p.:lm! iks nl'!'unn.gs. and ca-
ter b0 a broader range of medi-
cal needs.
CONTIRUED OW |-| "-‘F

Bangladesh earns reputation for quality medicines

CONTINUED FROM pl 30

Surcsh Khanna, designated
pariner, Dimsier Sodugions LLP
Hom  Mational General Sec-
relary, Indian  Phammasoculs-
al  Association, Hesdguarier
Member and Chaimman, Eama-
taka Dinags and Pharmaomutical
Nanufacturers Associaton sald
that India can make lts presence
felt with the export of pharma
m.1rv||l.v;1urinE |.~||||i||:-|1|:-|1|: like
for tablet, form filling, air han-
dling unils edc  and packaging
equipment. The pricing of these
will lure Bangladesh pharma
oS o opd o Inadias oovsts of
fective and high-guality equip-

on, Thee ks a big demand for
this in the developing world.
Indian companies have mveshed
l'\.h‘fni\.\l‘]:.' b manufacture this
in:*l'iﬁ;-rnw-'l_\-.

Contract research and manu-
facturing

Tha marst groawth area of ndian
phamma i in contract pescarch
and  manufacturing  servios
TCRAMS), prl:duri |.1|.'\.1.-l-.11.1-
mamd, regulatony pmmml ad-

herenoe, dossiers submissions
in the nqlun‘l CTIY ({Common
Technical Dooumrsnt)  format
There 5 a huge lalent pool
armed  with skills of denbcal
studies, clinical data manage-
ment, bechnical dxta writing,
medical writing and coding
which requines amphe shkill sets
in  information  technology
Theerefone, Hhene i soope for sigz-
nil"iranrw'um'ﬂlinllwmﬂum
srrvioes from Inglia to the global
marikets. The bigpest sdvantage
that stands bo gain is the pool of
English-speaking professsonals.
This is attribubed to the pharma-
<y anad bhotech education in the
country, stated Khanna
Acvording to Jatish N Sheth,
direcior, Smushti  Pharmaceab-
calls, H.mIHLxIﬁI'L Ba Sm'ul. andd
_g‘mwing_ market. The coundry
is admined for its formaukation
manufacturing capability over
the last five years. We supply
pn!;-:—{.u,'d material for formme-
lation  production.  Payments
and pricing are not an kssue in
the region. Bul a5 the country
My insists on registration, -.1n|:.'

high-quality plavers can have a
presence. Therefore, Indian AF1
companics should explore this
enarket.

Thir leaclimgg companies in the
reggicen ane Sqquare Pharmaceuli-
cal=, Beximoo Pharmaceuticals,
Renata Limited, Incepta Phar-
macrutical, Opsondn and ACI
bo namwe a few. These are all
USFDA approved among other
mt,:l:llnlr-r:.I ihearances and ane
reporting stellar performanoe
in berms of growth gamened
from the global market.

India had proposed an FTA
and Comprehensive Economic
Partrecrship Agreement (CEPA)
2] pmmnh‘ BV WAl OOTEmHTOr
and investments with Bangla-
desh. From. the Indian stand-
pu:-inl. H.mglndud‘l ph.lm
nmrpan.iﬁ are ]’rh""ﬂ a tough
competithon in the global mar-
kets specifically bo the devel-
oped world for formulations.

Howewver, this is not a WOITY
for us bocause it s primarily
a findshed dosage market and
they continue bo import AFls
from India although China

confributes bo the largest bas-
ket of these bulk drags and
mtermediabes, said  Archana
Dusbey, vice president, inferma-
tiomal marketing Bal Pharma.

Growing Bangladesh
pharma seclor

Ak present, Bangladesh's phas-
maovutical seclor moets % per
oent of the domestic demand
worth abot 535 billion. In FY22,
the oountry exporied  pharma
proclucts worlh $16% million. It
ranikid 67th i the ghobal pharma
expaort market Lt year.

According o experts,  the
size of the global phammaceu-
tical market in 2021 was SH25
billion. If Bangladesh can take
even five per cent of this, the
couniry will have another sec-
Bor like Ehae nu,wl!.'-rrudr gnndt.

The pharma indusiry in
Bangladesh has earned a
considerable reputation  for
pr:sdu.;i.nﬂ ql:.ﬂir_\- miedicine
by maintaining international
standards. Today, Bangla-
desh has become a pharma-
ceutical exporting country.

Around 98 per cent of the
country’s total demand for
medicines is being pm-.lun;-d
locally. It ks exporting medi-
cine bo about 15 countries in
Europe, America, the Midele
East, and Central Asia

Adber 2024, it will continue b
advance in the saeme way in the
international market. After five
yoars, Hhar coandry's Fﬂ'u.!mmuli-
cal imdhstey weill enber & differemt
leved. [t has to start factorics and
salis cenbres cubsiche the country
o et thee globall market. For
this expansion, the Bangladesh
goverrument revds fo be mone lib-
exal in terms of providing policy
support, they pointed out,

Bangladlesh is India"s biggest
irading partner in the subcon-
tinent and India is the second
I'n'.mt cxport pariner account-
ing for 12 per cent of the total
exports to Dangladesh. The to-
tal trade hurmover in J021-3022
ieched USSI82 billion. The
major ibems exported by India
1o Bangladesh are cotton, vehi-
b=, oy ard sbes], I1hb|.‘||i.‘ll|.‘l"_ll'.

amd pharmaceuticals. .
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Govt implements policy reforms to foster industry growth

COMTIMUED FROM p | 51
Gavernment support and
policy reforms

The Bangladesh government
has  recogniced the impor-
tance of the pharmaceutical
sector as a significant contrib-
ulor io the national coonomy.
The government has
rrwntl:; implfnwnt-
od several policy re-
forms to fosber Hhe

industry’s  growth
These  reforms -
clude  streamlining

regulatory processes,
strengthening i
bellectual property |
rig-jm., and  encours
aging ;[!-1||'|'|n]i|..'-F1r.i-.'.'||h.L
partnerships

Moreover, the gov-
ernment has provid-
od various ingentives
o attract foreign in-
vestmend in the phar-
macewtical  sechor,
such as tax breaks, in- |
FrasErachune ;Im'._'lnp-
mienit, amsd \implilim
business  procedunes
This supportive envi-
ronment has creabed
a concducive :m1.||~.|:r!.'
growth and develop-
mieni B0y shem,
Conclusion

The reveruse growth
of the pharmaceuti-
cal im.!u\try in Ban-
ghaclesh s driven by
factors such 4 the
oounkry’s  ecomomic
growth,  ncreasing
Iealth AwWaseRss |
among  the populas-
tion, and the expan- |
sicon of pharmacatical
oxports, The growing
middle dass, dising |
per capita incorme ansd
increased  corsump-
ton oontribube o the
ﬁgl'-:r demand  for
healihcare  products
ansl servios.

Moreover, the em-
ph.his on hisalth and
well=being, along
with the advance-
ments in the phar-
macewiical sechon, i
has led to 2 longer
life expectancy in the |
couniry, The phar- |
maceutical industn’s
focus on export mar-
ket:  furher  boosts
rovenpe growth, with
Bangladish becoming
a significant player in
supplving medicines
o various countrics.
With a positive trajec-
tory and supportive
markiet  gondilions,.

the pharmaccutical industry in
Bangladish s weell-positicned
for continued growth in the
COMENG Yoars.

The prospects of the Ban-
gladesh pharma industry ane
bright and promising. With
a growing domestic market,

L
vy ol ke

cosbrffective  manufacturing
capalsililies, international fee-
cgnition, and increased imvest-
ment in R&l, the industry is
wellpositioned 10 expand its
global footprind.

The govemment’s support
and policy reforms have played
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a significant role in creating an
enabling environment for the
sector o thrive. As the demand
for  pharmaceutical  products
oondinues B rise gl:'-hﬂl?', Ban-
gladesh's pharma industry s
potsed to become o key player
in meeting the growing healih-

care meeds of people world-
wide while contribuling to the
coundny's  economic growlh
and development. *

{The aelieor is l'nl-ﬂr-ll;\{
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